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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

7-

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.

1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental

I don’t really think I'd have the ---------- to finish a marathon!

1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy

Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,

1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.

1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys

Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.

1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation

I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.

1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial

The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.

1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.

1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) verified

Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.

1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we

currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---—---—---- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
0 the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----—-----
language 1s a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) ---------- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4) 1n
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) 1s the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Labour is in the broadest sense the active and principal factor of production, without
which nothing can be accomplished. Combined with the other factor of capital it
produces maritime services and its contribution to this process is analysed in the
‘People and skills™ perspective edited by Valentina Carbone. The emphasis throughout
1s on the fact that it is a differentiated resource and needs to be allocated in such a way
as to ensure the most efficient use of the available and potential supply. It is a supply
influenced by an extremely wide variety of conditions and one that cannot be
simplified either at a theoretical or practical level as a homogeneous factor. The central
question emerging from the present discussion is the unique mobility of seafarers.
Occupational mobility is controlled by institutions external to the industry. Certificates
of competency, for example, are issued by national governments conforming to
international regulation.

Once such qualifications have been secured they facilitate mobility within the
industry but have only a minimal relevance to alternative non-maritime occupations.
Seafaring necessitates geographical movement and to some extent migration. But
while non-national seafarers participate in other countries’ labour markets they achieve
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16-

17-

18-

19-

20-

this usually without entering the country of the flag registry by which they are
employed. This has resulted in the labour market for seafarers becoming increasingly
fragmented on a geographical basis. The discussion of the port industry highlights the
vital contribution it makes to the national and international economy, levels of
commercial activity and general social wellbeing. The industry has experienced and
continues to experience deep-rooted changes engendered by the economic dynamics of
international seaborne trade.

What is made absolutely explicit is the symbiotic relationship between ports and
shipping, a relationship emphasised by the extraordinary changes occurring in recent
years. These changes emanate almost entirely from the shipping sector. The prime
example of this is the impact of the container, which has been almost totally confined
to liners and ferry operators, thus limiting much of their impact to port structures, often
wholly committed to the particular requirements of container traffic. Port owners and
operators have up to now largely reacted to exogenous factors in the development of
their strategies. The authors suggest that ports are increasingly adopting a more
proactive approach in order to be commercially successful and efficient.

Labour is a principal factor of production which should be the ---------- part of any
accomplishment.

1) broadest 2) necessary 3) noneffective 4) active

Maritime services are produced with a combination of labour and ---------- i

1) carbone 2) skill 3) capital 4) country

Once such qualifications have been secured they facilitate mobility within the industry
but have only a minimal relevance to alternative non-maritime occupations. The word
such refers to ---------- y

1) Certificate of competency 2) Occupational mobility

3) External institution 4) Present discussion

Non-national seafarers usually participate in other countries’ labour markets ---------- i
1) with flag registry 2) by the owners

3) through markets 4) without migration

The emphasis on the relationship between ports and shipping has its roots in the recent
changes of ---------- A
1) ports 2) shipping 3) traffic 4) containers

PASSAGE 2:

The Shipping Industry operates in an environment of uncertainty, with the cyclical and
unpredictable nature of freight rates and the changing fortunes of the second-hand
market creating a background of instability against which the business must operate.
This level of risk has implications both for the corporate entity and its investors. From
the corporate perspective, the level of business risk has to be taken into consideration
in appraising future investment, and obtaining appropriate sources of finance for those
investments. As far as the investor is concerned, a high level of risk is expected to
translate into high return.

Further financial risks are generated by the level of debt finance, whilst the
volatility in the exchange rates particularly against the US dollar and fluctuations of
interest rates can have a significant impact on performance. But what of the
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21-

opportunities? Shipping is an industry steeped in tradition and often it is these
traditional attitudes which prevent a more imaginative approach to financial
management,

Shipping is generally recognised as being a low margin business. Income is derived
from the movement of cargo, which is dictated by the freight rate. Expenses comprise
voyage costs, port dues, administrative costs and wages which may be substantial,
leading to low operating profit. Given the huge capital requirement in terms of vessels,
financing costs in the form of interest can further reduce the overall profitability of the
business. Typically, the industry has used substantial amounts of debt to finance its
activities and therefore has what is known as high gearing or leverage. This huge
financing requirement is a reflection not only of the capital intensity of the industry but
also the ageing fleet.

The equity holders or shareholders are the owners of that business and have
ultimate control of the company’s affairs. In practice, this control is limited to a right
to vote on appointments to the board of directors and a number of other matters. They
hold the equity interest or residual claim, since they receive whatever assets or
earnings are left over in the business after all its debts are paid. However, they have
limited liability in that the maximum amount they can lose if the company goes bust is
their investment in the shares. None of the other assets of the shareholder is exposed to
the company.

The cost of equity to the company is the return derived by the shareholders. This
takes the form of dividends and capital gain. Dividends are usually paid annually or
semiannually out of earnings or profits and are discretionary. Indeed, a profitable
business may decide to retain earnings to reinvest in the business. These retained
earnings are in fact a major source of finance for a company. Capital gains or losses
may arise from fluctuations in the share price and may be realised if the holder sells
his shares. Since both dividends and capital gains are uncertain, shareholders require a
high rate of return to compensate them for this risk or uncertainty which can make
equity a costly form of finance.

The cyclical and unpredictable nature of freight rates and the changing fortunes of the
second-hand market of the shipping industry are some sort of ---------- ‘

1) implications 2) business 3) uncertainty 4) risks

Voyage costs, port dues, administrative costs and wages which may be substantial, are
SOME ---=====-= of shipping industry.

1) business margins 2) expenses

3) incomes 4) freight rates

The huge capital requirement in terms of vessels, financing costs in the form of interest
can make shipping a ---------- business

1) reduced profitable 2) high profitable

3) low profitable 4) non-profitable

Shareholders are the owners of shipping business and have ultimate control of the
company’s affairs such as ---------- A

1) selecting the board of directors 2) voting on all appointments

3) controlling other matters 4) employing staff members
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Dividends are usually paid annually or semiannually out of earnings or profits and are
discretionary, This statemen means that ---------- .

1) those who are paid annually don’t receive dividends

2) shareholders can always benefit from dividends

3) dividends are only paid to those who don’t receive earnings and profits

4) shareholders beside earning and profits may sometimes receive dividends

PASSAGE 3:

The world’s seatarers can be seen as one of the first truly international and global
workforces, comprising of individuals from regions as geographically and culturally
disparate as Western Europe, Russia, India, South America and The Philippines. Such
seafarers work on a range of different vessels, operating different trades, with a diverse
range of work conditions. However, one thing that these individuals have in common
is that their work necessitates prolonged separation from their home and families,
separations that are often characterized by infrequent opportunities for communication.
As such, seafaring may be seen as more than an occupation, rather a lifestyle—a
lifestyle that involves a constant series of partings and reunions with associated
transitions from shore-based life to the unique work environment of the ship.
Inevitably, it is a lifestyle that will impact dramatically on both seafarers and their
families.

Given the dearth of research on seafarers in general, it is no surprise that little
attention has been given to the impact of seafaring on family life or the effect of
prolonged absences from home and family on the seafarers themselves. However, the
little research that does exist suggests that such separations from home and family may
be problematic for seafarers and their families. Research with harbour physicians in
Rotterdam identified three main psychological problems among seafarers: loneliness,
homesickness and ‘burn-out’ syndrome. The problems were primarily caused by long
periods away from home, the decreased number of seafarers per ship, and by increased
automation. Other recent research by the Australian Maritime Safety Association
(AMSA) found that seafarers reported the ‘home-work interface’ to be their greatest
source of stress. These problems are not new; a Gallup poll conducted for the
Rochdale Committee over 30 years ago reported that problems concerning the
separation from partner and family were the most common reasons for seafarers
leaving the sea. Such problems may not be without consequence: investigations into
suicide at sea have identified marital and family problems as contributory factors to
the event.

Whilst seafarers’ partners do not have to physically leave their homes and families
in the same way that seafarers do, they are, nevertheless, also faced with a relationship
characterized by separation and reunion and the constant adjustments these transitions
require. Research suggests that such a pattern may affect health, resulting in higher
rates of depression and anxiety amongst seafarers’ partners than in the general
population. As with seafarers, studies of partners highlight the difficulties associated
with the transition periods of the work cycle. In 1986, an Australian study of seafarers’
wives found 83 per cent reporting some degree of stress when their partners were due
home or due to return to sea, with nearly one in ten (8 per cent) reporting taking
medication to cope. Nearly half (42 per cent) of the women in this sample felt that
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their relationship with their partner was strongly at risk due to the seafaring lifestyle
and 25 per cent believed that their partner was having, or had had, an affair.

26- Which statement is true?
1) Seafarers work on different vessels with different functions and conditions.
2) International seafarers work on different vessels with the same functions.
3) Iranian seafarers are not members of international seafarers.
4) Global workforces are from similar geographical regions.
27- International seafarers have a kind of lifestyle in which their separation from home and

family is ---------- 2
1) different 2) constant 3) permanent 4) similar
28- Research has indicated that ---------- 5

1) seafarers have no problem with prolonged absence

2) most of the problems are primarily caused by seafarers

3) 'burn-out’ syndrome is a kind of seafarers’ psychological problem

4) seafarers and their families have loneliness and homesick problems
29- The separation from family were the ---------- for seafarers leaving the sea.

1) main reason 2) only reason 3) only excuse 4) common interest
30- Research suggests that such a pattern may affect health, resulting in higher rates of

depression and anxiety amongst seafarers’ partners than in the general population. Such

a pattern refers to ---------- :
1) seafarers absence and separation 2) families separation and reunion
3) higher rates of depression 4) transition period of the work
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