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PART A: Voeabulary

Dircetions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best complctes cach
sentence. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

1- During the ----—---—-—-- between arriving at the airport and boarding the plane, we’ll probably
do a bhit of window shopping.
1) interval 2) intervention 3) imbalance 4} inconsistency

2-  That ugly vacant lot ---------- from the beauty of the neighborhood,
I') depletes 2) derives 3) derracts 4) deviates

3- At first, the Savings Mart didn’t do well, but after it lowered its prices and increased its
advertising, the store began to ----——--- .

1) prosper 2) subside 3) arise 4) strive

4-  The movement of clouwds may scem fo be -—--——--—-, but scientists know that there is a
pattern to how they move,
1) compalible 2) specilic 3) transicnt 4) random

5-  Since my math ¢lass was very difficult for me, [ consider the B that 1 got for the course
to be a great -——-—--—--,
[} illusion 2) triumph 3) obligation 4} disapproval

6-  The hardware store sells —-----——- stones made of plastic that you can open and hide a house
key in. Then vou can hide the key by leaving the “stone™ somewhere near your door.
1) conlidential 2) artificial 3) superlicial 4y metaphorical

7-  Rhoda’s budget is so tight that she felt it would be --—--—-— to buy herself ¢ven a fen-
dollar pair of earrings.
1) plausible 2) 1angiblc 3) sullicient 4) extravagant

8-  When the climbers reached the peak of the tallest mountain in the world, they felt it was
a ---------- gecasion and were filled with pride.
1) momentary 2) moribund 3) meticulous 4} momentous

9-  The ramification of committing a murder is to serve a prison sentence even if you
------—--- YOUr actions.
1) implement 2) renew 3) regret 4) exceed

1~ It iz often an attorney’s job to construe the meaning of a contract and then share that
------——-- with a clicnt and, if nceded, with a judge or jury.
) justification 2) interpretation 3) transformation  4) condemnation
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PART B: Cloze Test
Dircetions: Kead the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best firs

each space, Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

For 20 years, children have been treated (11) -----—---- all sorts of programs on
television which are supposed to help them bhecome better at skills such as reading and
math. 'These programs have presented (12) ---------- such as counting and recognition
ol letters as nothing but fun, {13) -——------- by such things as rainbows and jumping
[rogs. (14} -=mmanemm- no unproveinent in children's abilitics i literacy and numcracy
(15) ———mmmmm- . These [un ways ol leaching such skills don’t seem Lo work.

11- 1)in 2) for 3) to 4} on

12- 1) the leaming of skills 2) skills to learn
3) the skills of learning 4) learning of skills in

13- 1) arc accompanicd 2) lo accompany
3) being accompanied 4) to be accompanied

14- 1) In spite of 2) But 3) Although 4) Whereas

15- 1) would observe 2) 1t observes
3) has been observed 4) to be observed

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the
best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct cheice on your answer shecl,

PASSAGE 1.

Once ol the most important Wypes ol {afsir is what is known in Arabic as {afsir b af-
rivayah or {afsir B af-ma’thur — interpretation basced on tradition or text. I will reler o
this as ‘tradition-based tafsii”. Tradition-based tafsir means that the interpretation of
the (Quran should be guided by the Quran, the Prophet and earliest Muslims. In other
words, interpretation 1s hoped to reflect, as far as possible. the original sources of
Islam, Morcover, when the source is a reporied saving ol the Prophet, or a Companion
or Successor, the narration (rivayah) should have a “sound’ basis — that is, a sound and
complete chain of narrators (isnad) whose narrations are truthful and reliable. Only
then can the narrated report be accepted as historically authentic and therefore
authoritative. A number of scholars (classical and modern) have argued that tradition-
basced tafsir 1s the salest and best method of nterprelation. Manna, al-Qallan, a scholar
of the modern period. states: “What we have 1o follow and hold onto is the (a5 based
on text/tradition. This is because it is the path of true knowledge. It is also the safest
way of guarding [oneself] against [attributing] error and deviation to the Book of
God.”

Tradition-based fafsfr agsumes that it is only those closest in time to the Praphet
(salaf} and therelore o the revelation who can interpret the lext authoritatively. Later
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16-

17-

18-

19-

20-

eenerations of Muslims. it is believed, should simply accept this and base their own
interpretations of the Quran on those left by the salaf

What would be the best title for the passage?

1) Talsir 2) Riwayah and Jsnad

3) Tradition-Basced Talsir 4) The Path of True Knowledge

It can he understood from paragraph 1 that -----—--—-- :

1) there is difference between tafsir bi al-riwavah and interpretation based on tradition

2) riwavah is the only source of sound tafsir

3) reliability of tafsir decreases when the chain of narrators is complete

4) some scholars do not consider tradition-based {afSir (o be the best method ol

inicrprelation
The word “authoritative” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ——-—-omeeeo,
1) dubious 2) trustworthy 3) appropriate 4) contemporary
The word “it” in paragraph 1 refers to --——-—--—--—-,
|} tafSir based on text/rradition 2) knowledge
3) path 4) tradition
According to paragraph 2, the safaf refers to ——-eemeee—-,

1) the first two generations after the prophet

2) those who only accept tradition-based tafiir

3) people who lived at the time of the Prophet or shortly afier it

4) those who believe their own understanding of the Quran can be reliable

PASSAGE 2:

Sahifr is an 1snad strand in which the transmission is achieved along an uninterrupted
chain of transmitters, preferably from the hadith collection all the way down to the
Prophel Muhammad, whereby the liletimes of cvery pair of (wo transmitters show
sullicicent overlap. This overlap s necessary (o allow the conclusion that they could
have metl one another and that there is a conceivable, il not established, master/pupil
relationship. Furthermore, every transmitter has to be known for his capacity to
understand fully and to transmit accurately every hadith he hears and/or writes down
from his similarly well qualified hadith master. As far as the transmitted text s
concerned, a sahih tradition can be ¢ither generally recognized or controversial, gither
‘well known® or ‘sirange’. or anything in between those perimelers.

Hasan 1s an dssad when 1s provenunce and its transmitlers arce known, without
anyone of these being 1dentified with mendacity. A late definition has it that there may
be some conceivable weakness in a fiasan tradition, but the idea laid down in its matn
should be beneficial in the mam and, where it concerns a rule or prescription, if
deserves (o be put into pructice. Ibn ash-Shahrazuri savs that the transmitters ol a
hasan tradition are not exempt ol undisclosed delecis, bul they should in any case not
be heedless (mughaffal) and they should not make too many mistakes in what they
transmit. They should not be suspected of any deliberate mendacity or any other
feature that leads to ungodliness. A matn of a hasan tradition should be well-known
through other, similar versions, This includes mains transmiticd through strands with
allernative companions and/or successors: thus they aveid belonging 1o the genres of
unique or objectionable mains. Iis transmitlers should prelerably be known [or their
veracity and reliability but to a degree that falls short of comparable qualities in
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24-

transmitters of safiih material because of the former’s defective memeories or accuracy.
Hasan thus falls short of safith.

In Sahih material, every two transmitters --------——--,

1) should have the same hadith collection

2) should be in totlal agreecment with once another on any subject

3) arc prelerred be the pupils ol the same person

4) are prelerred Lo have lived at least [or some Lime al the same period
The word “conceivable™ in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning €0 -—--——-—-——--,
[} imaginable 2) honorable 3) complex 4) unlikely
According to paragraph 2, Hasan -——----——--—-,

1) 1s not as reliable as Sahik

2) should be delinitely [ollowed

3) always contains beneficial content

4) should have an uninterrupted chain of transmitters

Why does the author mention Ibn ash-Shahrazuri in paragraph 2?

1) To illustraic that hasan transmitlers may be known [or their mendacity
2) To give an example of one of the proponents of a hasan tradition

3) To emphasize the superiority ot hasan matns

4) 'l'o further elaborate on hasan

It is stated in the passage that the transmitters of hasan mafns --—-------,

I) are always accurate

2) may have delective memorics

3) are weak 1n terms of veracity and reliability

4) should have the same features as transmitters of sahih material

PASSAGES:

The Companions who engaged in excgesis had several sources for understanding and
interpreting the Quran: parts ol the Quranic text that explained other parts; inlormation
received from the Prophet, both oral and praxis; and their own understanding ot what
the Quranic text meant. They were also familiar with the language of the Quran, the
overall social context of the revelation, the Prophet’s ways of thinking. and the norms,
values and customs of the Arabs, all of which provided them with a unique basis for
making scnse ol the Quranie text within the overall [ramework of the cmerging
‘eslablished practice” of the Muslim community.

‘The need for interpretation of the Quran increased with the second generation of
Muslims, known as ‘Successors’, who were a more heterogeneous group. 'They
included children of the Companions brought up within the new religious (Islamic)
cnviromnent, and Arabic-speaking and non-Arabic-spcaking converts 1o Islam, Also,
the wider the gap between their era and the time ol the Prophet, the stronger the need
to address questions of exegesis of the Quran. With the Successors based in locations
such as Medina, Mecca and the area now known as Iraq. these locations began to
develop proto-traditions of local exegesis around the teachings of the respective
Companiong residing there,

Other events led 1o the [urther development ol cxegesis: the pelitical conllicts and
their associaled theological debates thal raged alier the death ol the Prophet and in the
wake of the assassination of Uthman, the third caliph, in 35/656; the interest of popular
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29-

preachers and storvtellers in the Quranic narratives: and the development of hadith and
Arabic linguistics and literature as new disciplines. A number of other disciplines also
began to emerge during the late Umayyad and early Abbasid periods {second/eighth
century) and provided lurther suppori 1o the cmerging (radition ol (afsir. These
included gira’at {rcading and recilation ol the Quran). which cxplored the wayvs in
which the Quran could be recited, and its legilimate recitations. their sources, and
chains of transmission.

What docs the passage mainly diseuss?

1) Interpretation of the Quran after the Prophet

2) Sources [or understanding the Quran

3) The role of the Companions in soclely

4) The second generation ot Muslims

All of the following are mentioned in the passage as what helped the Companions understand
the Quranic text EXCEPT familiarity with -—-—-—-—---- "

1) the Quranic language 2) the Prophet’s mindsct

3) the csiablished praclice 4) the norms ol the Arabs
According to paragraph 2, the Successors ———-————--,

1) did not speak Arabic

2) were a homogenous group

3) all engaged in the interpretation of the Quran

4y [ell the need lor exegesis more than the previous gencration

Why does the author mention “the interest of popular preachers and storytellers in the
(Quranic narratives” in paragraph 3?

1) To explain what led to the development of Arabic literature

2} T'o show what motivated the further development of cxcgesis

3) To illustrate one ol the reasons why people loved Quranic storics

4) To give an example of the interests in the Muslim community in 35/636
The word “which™ in paragraph 3 refers to -——--—-—--—- :

1) the Guran 2) recitation 3) gira‘at 4) tafsir
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