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PART A: Voeabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phrase (1), (2), (3}, or (4} that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

1- 1 omitted all the extraneous details while explaining the ---------- of the matter to him.
I) breach 2} distinction 3) qualm 4) gist

2-  While his brother writes in an unclear and clumsy way, Sam himself is known for his
---------- style of writing.
1) lucid 2) verbose 3) dull 4) feasible

3-  Poultry farms place the eggs into incubators to ---—------ the growth of the embryo into
chicken.
1} conguer 2) hasten 3) outline 4) elude

4-  With as many as three witnesses giving evidence against her, the ——-—-—--- of her claim
that she was innocent was in serious doubt,
1) demonstration 2) paradigm 3) veracity 4) empiricism

3-  Idid not like her way of teaching because her lecture had too many digressions; she kept
on wandering to various subjects, most of them not ---------- to the central idea of her
topic.
1) vulnerable 2) peripheral 3) pertinent 4y loyal

6-  With the advent of electric bulbs and emergency lights, the use of gas lamps became
1) imprecise 2) repetitive 3) idealistic 4) obsolete

7-  The employee did not believe the implausible story that Janet ------—---- to justify her
absence from work.
1) concocted 2) scrutinized 3) manipulated 4y reassured

8-  The doctor has advised him to ------—--- adhere to the prescribed regimen; otherwise,
there is a danger of relapse of the illness.
1) sequentially 2) strictly 3) neptly 4) selectively

-  The - in her speech can put off almost anyone; she urgently needs to tone down
the harsh words she nses.
1) explicitness 2) cnigma 3) shortsightedness  4) acerbity

13- He is so wasteful; he has -——------- all the moncy that he had borrowed from me, and is

now back again asking for more.
1) allocated 2) ncglecied 3) depleted 4) accumulated
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PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), ar (4} best fifs cach
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Good learners work hard. A few things may come casily to lcarners, bul most
knowledge requires clfort (11) -—-—--—-- to put in the time, They talk with others, read
more, study more and carry around when they don't understand, (12) -—--—-—-- about il
belore they go to sleep, at the gvm, on the bus, Good learners arg persistent, When
they fail. they carry on, (13) ---------- that they will figure it out eventually. (14) ------- :
they learn from their mistakes. Good learners recognize (15) ---------- always fun. But
that does not change how much they love it.

11- 1) which is good learners willing 2) and good learners are willing

3) that good learners willing are 4y willing are good learners
12- 1) thinking 2) to think 3) they think 4) by thinking
13- 1) are confident 2) who are confident 3) they are confident 4) confident
14- 1) Although 2) In the meantime ~ 3) A casc in point  4) Whercas
15- 1) lcarning not be 2) that lcarning is not

3) to lcarn not to be 4) learning it is nol

PART C: Reading Comprehension
Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3}, or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Festuea arundinacca is a specics ol grass commonly known as tall [escue. It 1s a
cool-scason perennial C3 speeics ol bunchgrass native to Lurope. I 18 an important
forage grass throughout Furope, and many cultivars have been used in agriculture, 11 is
also an ormamcental grass in gardens, and a phytoremediation plant, Testuca
arundinacea is a long-lived perennial bunchgrass species. Photosynthesis ocecurs
throughout the leaves, which form bunches and are thick and wide with prominent
veins runming parallel the entire length of the blade. The blades have a "toothed" edge
which can be felt if fingers are run down the edge of the leaf blade. The underside of
the leaf may be shiny. Emerging leaves are rolled in the bud with no prominent ligule.
Most grasses are folded not rolled. which make this a key identification feature on
Festuca arundinacea. The auricles are usually blunt but occasionally may be more
clawlike. The culm is round in cross-section. Typically, this species of grass has a long
growing season and ranges between 60 ¢cm. and 1.2 m. tall in seedhead stage. Festuca
arundinacea spreads through tillering and seed transmission — not by stolons or
rhizomes, which arc common In many grass specics. However, 1all lescuc may have
numecrous sterile shoots that cxtend the width of cach bunch. There are approximately
227.000 sceds per pound. Typically found across the mid-Atlantic and Southcast US,
Festuca arundinacea performs best in soils with pIT values between 5.5 and 7. Growth
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may occur yvear-round il conditions arc adequale, but typically growth ccases when
soil temperature lalls below 4 °C.

All of the following about Festuca arundinacea are correct except that --—------—------- :
l) it can be decorative 2) its leaves are tolded
3) its blades are “toothed-edged’ 4y it is used as animal feed

It is stated in the passage that —--—--—-—-——,

1) bunchgrass species are native to Europe

2) grass culms are round in cross-section

3) erass blade veins are vsually invisible

4} tall fescue is a phytoremediation plant

Which of the following about Festuea arundinacca is not correet?

1) It can grow Lo around 2 m iall 2) It can have clawlike auricles
3) [t may grow in 6-pH valuc soils 4y It keeps growing in above 4 °C
The passage points to the fact that grass species —-—--——--m-—--,

1) do not usually have sterile shoots 2) do not olicn spread by stolons
3) perform better in cold weathe 4) their buds wrapped i a ligule
The word ‘blunt’ in the passage (underlined) is the opposite of --—--—-----——,

1) “linear’ 2) *straight’ 3) ‘deep’ 4) ‘sharp’
PASSAGE 2:

Microbial inoculants also known as soil inoculants or bioinoculants are agricultural
amendments that use beneficial rhizospheric or endophytic microbes to promote plant
health. Many ot the microbes involved form svmbiotic relationships with the tarpet
crops where both parties benefit (mutualism). While microbial inoculants are applied
to improve plant nutrition, they can also be used o promote plant growth by
stimulating plant hormonc production. Scveral dillerent fungal inoculants (Lvpically
relerred Lo as mycorrhizac) have been explored lor their bencelits to plant nutrition.

[Fungal inoculation has been observed to benefit plant success and improve soil
quality, The most commonly investigated Tungi for this purpose arc the arbuscular
mycorrhizae (AM or AMI). Ectomycorrhizae are often symbiotic with coniferous
species. Other endophytic fungi. such as Piriformis indica can also be beneficial.

Fungal inoculation alone can benefit host plants. Inoculation paired with other
amendments can further improve conditions. Arbuscular myvcorrhizal inoculation
combined with compost 15 a common household amendment for personal gardens.
agriculture, and nurseries. It has been observed that this pairing can also promote
microbial functions in soils that have been affected by mining. Certain fungal partners
do best in specific ecotones or with certain crops. Arbuscular mvcorrhizal inoculation
paired with plant growth promoting bacteria resulted in a higher vield and quicker
maturalion in upland rice paddys. Maizc growlh improved aller an amendment ol
arbuscular mycorrhizac and biochar. This amendment can also decrcase cadmium
uplake by crops. The cllccts of mycorrhizal inoculation include incrcascd nutricnl
uptake and scedling establishment. Other effects include inereases in salinily tolerance,
drought tolerance, and resistance Lo trace metal toxicity.
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The passage points to the fact that -,

1) AM can oflen be extracted from mining-alTected

2) arbuscular mycorrhizac can improve soil qualily

3) mutualism applies only to endophytic microbes

4) winter crops have their own specific ecotones

Mycorrhizal inoculation, according to the passage, helps increase all the following except
1) seedling establishment 2) drought tolerance

3) nutrient uptake 4) resistance to trace metal intake
According to the passage, ------—-----——-—-,

1) Ectomycorrhizae are symbiotic with perennial species

2) upland rice paddys can be destroyved by growth bacteria

3) compost is a comunon amendment for commercial gardens

4) microbial Inoculants encourage plant hormone production

It is stated in the passage that combination of arbuscular myeorrhizaec and biochar

1) decreases cadmiuim uptake by crops 2) may lcad to destruction ol host plants
3)is, in many way, quite similar o AMTI  4) resulted in plants® quicker maturation
The ‘endophytic fungi’ mentioned in the passage (underlined) refers to fungi which ---—-—-- ’
1) survive on plant roots 2) combing with other fungi

3) live inside another plant 4) prevent most soil diseases

PASSAGE 3:

Monilinia fructicola is a specics ol fungus in the order Helotiales. A plant pathogen, it
15 the causal agent of brown rot of stone fruits. Brown rot causes blossom blight, twig
blight; twig canker and fruil rot, Brown rot is caused by a fungus that produccs spores,
and can be a major problem during particularly wet seasons. Prolonged wet weather
during bloom may result in extensive blossom infection. The length of wet periods
required lor blossom infection depends upon the temperature. Humid wel conditions
are when the fruit trees are most at risk from infection. Young green fruit can be
infceted just belore autumn, but the infection oficn remains inactive until near maturity
of the fruit. Brown rot can spread after harvest; mature fruit can decay in only 2 days
under warm conditions. [t can cause blossom blight in which infected blossoms wilt.
shrivel and become covered with grevish mould. Petals may appear light brown or
water-soaked. Blighted blossoms do not produce fruit. Dead blossoms may stick to
spurs and twigs until harvest, providing a source ol spores lor the Iruit rot phasc.

Orchard sanitation, removing fruit mummies and pruning any cankered or dead
twigs will reduce inoculum levels, which will improve the cffectivencss of lungicide
sprays. Primarily (rcatment 1s chemical; using lungicidal sprays to control the spread
of the fungus. Spraving occurs during all phases, blossoms, green fruit, and mature
(ruit. Stone fruit trees' only natural delenses are “skin™ and chemical reactions 1o being
attacked by the fungi, but this is a limited defence, so spraying and orchard sanitation
are the best way to control spread of the fungus.
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The passage points to the fact that brown rot --------—--—--- i

1) destroys the [ruit even alier it is picked

2) produces a fungus in the order Helotiales

3) develops through a non-spore lungus

4) is growing resistant to fungicide sprays

Which of the following is not correct, according to the passage?

1) Brown rot is more destructive in the springtime.

2) Fungicide spraying can take place on the blossom.

3) Pruning cankered twigs reduces inoculum levels.

4) Stone fruit trees' only natural defenses are “skin”.

It is stated in the passage that, as far as the infection of yvoung green fruit with brown
rot is copeerned, ~—-—-—-——-,

I') the autumn infection is not immediately active

2) inlcction oceurs cven under very dry conditions

3) brown rot happens only rarely in the wet season

4) twig canker is far more common than [ruit rot

All of the following about blight blossom are correct except that —---——--—-----——-,
1) dead blossoms may stick Lo spurs till harvest

2) blighted blossoms produce decaved fruit

3) infected blossoms are covered with mould

4) pctals may appear brown or waler-soaked

The phrase ‘troit mummics’ in the passage (underlined) reters to fruit that are ——-——--e—-- i
1) about 1o be infceted 2) dricd up

3) fallen 4y starting to be infected
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