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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Please leave ---------- directions for the housekeeper, so she knows what needs to be done.
1) authentic 2) restless 3) cursory 4) explicit

The islands ---------- their name from the sacred images found on them by the early
European navigators.

1) derive 2) tlustrate 3) infer 4) grasp

People love the Presidio because it is in close ---------- to many area attractions, including

the famous aquarium, the SFB Morse Botanical Reserve and the Spanish Bay Resort
Golf Course.

1) relevance 2) proximity 3) accord 4) observation

This system, which for many years subsequently was regarded as authoritative, has been
subjected to ---------- criticism by later economists, and it is perhaps not too much to say
that it now possesses mainly a historical interest.

1) transient 2) feeble 3) vigorous 4) shaky

Although Norman could ---------- his sister’s story about her innocence to absolve her, he
refused to do so because he was angry at her.

1) corroborate 2) testify 3) fulfill 4) retain

When he came in to tea, silent, ---=------ , and with tear-stained face, everybody pretended
not to notice anything.

1) facetious 2) showy 3) mercurial 4) morose

Since color is absorbed as it travels through water, the deeper you are, the more likely
you will notice a ---------- in the clarity of reds, oranges and yellows.

1) intensification 2) deception 3) reduction 4) competition

As the students argued, the teacher tried to ---------- them into silence with the threat of a
detention.

1) impose 2) condemn 3) condense 4) coerce

Teachers who consider cartoons and comic books ---------- to students’ literacy skills

often use class time to deride these media.
1) pertinent 2) harmful 3) conducive 4) indispensable
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10- Salt is valued not only because of its ---------- as a condiment and preservative, but also
because they are essential to the health of humans and animals.
1) variances 2) properties 3) predictors 4) temptations

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits
each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Being funny has no place in the workplace and can easily wreak havoc (11) ----------
an otherwise blossoming career. Of course, laughter is necessary in life. But if you
crack jokes (12) -----—---- snide remarks at work, you will eventually not be taken
(13) - . You will be seen as someone who wastes time (14) —————— could better
be spent discussing a project or an issue. Additionally, many corporate-minded
individuals do not have the time to analyze comments with hidden meanings-they will
take what you say (15) ------—--- and as an accurate representation of your
professionalism in the workplace.

11- 1)on 2)in 3) at 4) for
12- 1) which they make 2) to be made 3) and make 4) then make
13- 1) by some others serious 2) serious by others
3) being seriously by others 4) seriously by others
14- 1)and 2) when 3) that 4) that it
15- 1) is absolute 2) as absolute 3) be absolute 4) that 1s absolute

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions. Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

The concept of risk sharing is central to Islamic banking and finance. It is essential to
understand the role of risk-sharing in raising capital. At the same time, Islamic
finance demands the avoidance of riba (usury) and gharar (ambiguity or deception).

Islamic law views lending with interest payments as a relationship that favors
the lender, who charges interest at the borrower's expense. Islamic law considers
money as a measuring tool for value and not an asset in itself. Therefore, it requires
that one should not be able to receive income from money alone. Interest is deemed
riba, and such practice is proscribed under Islamic law. It is haram, which means
prohibited, as it 1s considered usurious and exploitative. By contrast, Islamic banking
exists to further the socio-economic goals of an Islamic community.

Accordingly, Sharia-compliant finance (halal, which means permitted) consists of
banking in which the financial institution shares in the profit and loss of the enterprise
it underwrites.
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Of equal importance is the concept of gharar. In a financial context, gharar refers
to the ambiguity and deception that come from the sale of items whose existence 1s
uncertain. Examples of gharar would be forms of insurance. That could include the
purchase of premiums to insure against something that may or may not occur.

According to the passage, which statement refers to the Islamic definition of money?
1) It is a tool to earn income. 2) It is a tool to measure value.

3) It 1s a tool to benefit the lender. 4) It 1s a tool to benefit the borrower.
According to paragraph 2, which statement is true?

1) Gaining interest from lending money is unlawful.

2) Borrowing money is considered to be exploitative.

3) Receiving financial benefit is prohibited in Islam.

4) Lending money is considered to be against the law.

The word ““it” in paragraph 3 refers to which of the following?

1) Profit 2) Loss

3) Enterprise 4) Financial institution

Which of the following statements reters to a major feature of Sharia - compliant banking law?
1) Favoring the lender against the borrower

2) Involving the lender in profit and loss of the borrower

3) Modifying the socio-economic goals of the community

4) Limiting the amount of interest that can be received from the borrower
According to paragraph 4, which statement is NOT true about gharar?

1) Gharar 1s against the Islamic financial law.

2) It is a form of gaining profit based on deception.

3) Some types of insurance could be considered as gharar.

4) In gharar the existence of an item that is being sold is certain.

PASSAGE 2:

The religious law of Islam is seen as the expression of God’s command for Muslims
and, in application, constitutes a system of duties that are incumbent upon all Muslims
by virtue of their religious belief. Known as the Sharia (literally, “the path leading to
the watering place™), the law represents a divinely ordained path of conduct that guides
Muslims toward a practical expression of religious conviction in this world and the
goal of divine favor in the world to come.

In classical form, the Sharia differs from Western systems of law in two principal
respects. In the first place, the scope of the Sharia is much wider, since it regulates the
individual’s relationship not only with neighbors and with the state, which is the limit
of most other legal systems, but also with God and with the individual’s
own conscience. The Sharia is concerned as much with ethical standards as with legal
rules, indicating not only what an individual is entitled or bound to do in law but also
what one ought, in conscience, to do or to refrain from doing.

The second major distinction between the Sharia and Western legal systems 1s a
consequence of the Islamic concept of the law as the expression of the divine will.
With the demise of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in 632, direct communication of the
divine will to human beings ceased, and the terms of the divine revelation were
henceforth fixed and immutable. The overall image of the Sharia is thus one of
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unchanging continuity, an impression that generally holds true for some areas of the
law, such as ritual law.

The passage primarily discusses --------- :

1) two basic principles of Sharia

2) a legal issue from two different perspective

3) the differences between two systems of law the differences

4) the notion of law from the Islamic perspective

According to paragraph 2, why is Sharia much broader than Western system of law?
1) Because it oversees relationship with God.

2) Because it regulates relationship between states.

3) Because it oversees relationship with neighbors.

4) Because it regulates relationship with other people.

The passage includes sufficient information to answer all the following questions
EXCEPT --------- .

1) What is the dictionary meaning of the word Sharia?

2) What does the religious law of Islam mainly represent?

3) What is one similarity between Islamic and Western law?

4) What factor distinguishes Sharia from other systems of law?

According to paragraph 3, the general image of Sharia is considered to be unchanging
because -=-==-==-- .

1) the nature of Sharia demands it to be prone to any changes

2) changes in Islamic law may lead to unfounded interpretations

3) there is no direct communication between human beings and divine will

4) there is no clear path of conduct among Muslims in following the Islamic law
According to the passage, which statement is true?

1) Western system of law has religious roots.

2) Sharia is superior to all other legal systems.

3) Sharia includes responsibilities for all Muslims.

4) Western system of law has been widely criticized.

PASSAGE 3:

Classical international law 1s shaped by the Western legal doctrine. Yet, the Islamic
legal tradition present in some form of fashion in states of the Islamic milieu, has
historically embraced its own, unique and—to a degree distinctive—way of
conceptualizing international law. Islamic international law, Siyar, is a part of Islamic
law. As Bassiouni writes, “International law, from the perspective of Muslim jurists,
was simply another topic within the Islamic legal system, a fact that gives Islamic
international law a monist character: it applied as part of an Islamic state’s domestic
legal order, whether or not non-Muslim states accepted it as binding.” Siyar as a
system of norms and rules developed relatively early owing to important pragmatic
considerations. Simply put, Islamic collectivities were in need of legal regulations to
conduct dealings with non-Muslim states and other entities.

Unfortunately, when compared with other substantive areas of Islamic law, Islamic
international law as a normative system has received relatively little scholarly attention.
Consequently, from a systemic perspective, rules that govern state relations in the Islamic
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milieu frequently lack overarching coherence. Indeed, according to some, modern time
efforts at compiling a unified, coherent body of contemporary Islamic international law
are rather unlikely. Instead, the trend seems to be for the Islamic scholars to debate
whether specific actions of Muslim-majority states are reconcilable with their own
interpretation and understanding of the Islamic legal tradition. It seems that the Islamic
milieu would benefit greatly if additional scholarly efforts led to more comprehensive
treatments of Islamic international law. At the very least, it would be useful if general
rules pertaining to modern global dealings of states within the Islamic milieu were given
more serious scholarly consideration.

The word “monist” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to which of the following?

1) Single 2) Divine 3) Superticial 4) Exceptional

According to paragraph 1, which statement is true about Siyar?

1) It is shaped by Western legal doctrine.

2) It 1s a relatively new concept in Islamic law.

3) It is the Islamic conceptualization of international law.

4) It is smaller in scope compared to Western international law.

Which of the following words describes the writer’s attitude toward the state of research

in Islamic international law?

1) Excited 2) Astonished 3) Optimistic 4) Frustrated

According to paragraph 2, which statement is NOT true?

1) International laws in Islamic countries are not sufficiently coherent.

2) Much attention has been paid to Islamic international law over the years.

3) Progress in Islamic international law demands Muslim scholars’ attention.

4) Scholars are focusing on compatibility of Islamic international law with its
implementation.

What is the best title for the passage?

1) Research in a New Legal Area

2) Islamic International Law and its Practice

3) Islamic Countries and Western Legal Doctrine

4) Examples of Muslim States” Approach to International Dealings
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